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the Board attacks the trial by Jury, 
although such a sentiment never 
fell from an individual. The abuse, 
not the use of trial by Jury, was 
what met their just indignation. 

Before the Solicitor-general Bushe, 
a party trial came on ; a number 
of Yeomen were indicted for firing 
at, and attempting to assassinate a 
number of poor innocent country 
people coining from Kiikeel, in 
Mourne : a jury was impanelled, 
mostly Orangemen of some property 
and consideration ; an attempt at 
alibi was made, it satisfied the jury 
for five persons, three others made 
not the shadow of defence, and 
their tfuilt was proved home. The 
jury — ves, a County of Down jury- 
never hesitated to say Not Guilty to 
the whole '. On receiving their 
verdict, the judge indignantly cast 
from him his pen, and said, " Is this 
your verdict ? I'll record it. Thank 
God it is not mine .'" Yes it was 
recorded, and the recording angel 
will not blot it out. 

" Oh Liberty ! oh Justice ! once 
dear to Irishmen ! how sacred 
once '.—how now trampled on !" 
The debased wish of the ancient 
Cappadocians may now become that 
of the Irish heart on witnessing 
such conduct of the petit juries, and 
such fulminatioM in support from 
the grand inquest of the County of 
Down. Away with the forms of 
trial, calculated as it has been managed, 
to destroy the essence of justice. 
Rather would I live in Constanti- 
nople where one great tyrant ravages 
the land, whcie justice is summary, 
severe yet simple, than be cursed 
with laiitali&ing forms. 

The speech of Mr. Abbott to the 
Regent is also another precious 
morsel of the honesty, candor, and 
truth of those who surround the Re- 
gent. Mr. Plunket's exposure 
of it, allow me to recom- 
mend to the serious perusal of every 
honest man. \V« need uot now be 



surprised at a second edition of Titus 
Oates' plots to appear, after some 
late exhibitions; the disinterment 
of one Orangeman caused more 
noise than the massacre of numerous 
individuals atShercock, in the County 
of Cavan, by the Yeomen of the 
place, in that which would have 
ended only in a common affray, if 
our religious and armed guardians 
had not been armed. Is it at ali 
surprising, after such signs of the 
times, that the ignorant lower classes 
of Catholics become Thrashers ? I 
have not heard of a respectable 
farmer connected with them. 

Any newspaper or Magazine that 
is fair and honest enough to expose 
facts unpleasing to the intolerant 
Orange faction, belongs not to a 
party, but to the country. Nay, to 
the whole human race. Any human 
breast not open or alive to such con- 
duct may do for Derry, or any 
other corporation, but is utterly 
unfit to receive the truth of a Fene- 
lon, or an Erasmus; or to associate 
with a Roscoe, or a Romilly. Great 
enormities demand great chastise- 
ments : may God avert them from 
this land ! May the spirit of Jus- 
tice and mercy reanimate our legis- 
lators and governors ! May truth, 
not declamation, enlighten our peo- 
ple ! May our Judges resemble 
Smith, Bushe, and Fletcher; and 
our juries know, and honestly prac- 
tice their duties; and may our peo- 
ple have peace, and know the value 
of that blessing, is sincerely wish- 
ed by 

One of the People. 
County of Down, \Oth June, 1814. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 
Ctc 3frt>e*tj£«tor» 

NO. II. 

ON SLEEPING IN CHURCHES. 

C ATIETY and fatigue are, in gen- 
^ eral, tbe causes of sleep. When 
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the body undergoes labour and fa- 
tigue, it has recourse to sleep, as 
the natural restorative to vigour and 
activity. After food has been taken 
to support animal life, and repair 
the natural decays of the frame, the 
body generally becomes for some 
time less capable of exertion, and 
inclined to rest. But neither of 
these circumstances can sufficiently 
account for the common practice of 
sleeping and snoring in places of 
worship. How then must we ac- 
count for this phenomenon ? Is there 
any opiate in Divinity itself, or do 
the faculties of the mind enjoy spirit- 
ual things best when the body is at 
rest ? No soooer do our seven-sleep- 
ers come into qhurcb, than they 
commence their course of lethargy. 
Should any person jog; one of these 
sleepers to prevent bim from snor- 
ing, he perceives that bis kindness 
only tends to inflame the resentment 
of this drowsy Christian, who start- 
ing from his dream, showers down 
a large mouthful of imprecations 
upon that person who bad the im- 
pertinence to interrupt bis medi- 
tation : then resumes his snoring. 
Now is it not at least a breach of 
good manners to inlerrupt the pious 
repose of these lethargic Christians, 
who in order to withdraw their af- 
fections from worldly objects during 
the time of public worship, shut 
their eyes and decently fall asleep. 
No doubt some people of great alert- 
ness and vivacity will smile at the 
idea of men sleeping on their jour- 
ney to Heaven, and lax them with 
being remiss and lukewarm in the 
duties of religion: but let such per- 
sons remember the faculties of the 
mind are not entirely dormant even 
in sleep, and that divine dreams 
may be the result of such holy re- 
pose, if not disturbed by those who 
pique themselves upon being vigilant 
in their devotions. Besides a man 
sleeping, or appearing to sleep in 



any religious assembly, should by 
no means be disturbed, for sleep is 
in general the effect of fatigue. 
Now who knows but that man who 
sleeps has been diligently employed 
in procuring that subsistence which 
is necessary for his familv, or on 
his bended knee acquiring himself 
as a man who is conscientious in 
the performance of his duty. Now 
should the man who is regularly on 
his knees night and morning (and 
perhaps more frequently,) be ridi- 
culed for sleeping half an hour in a 
church ? Does it not prove that 
man to be possessed of great confi- 
dence and resignation, who while 
the preacher is painting out the 
horrors of punishment, and striking 
terror into the minds of the guilty, 
can recline his head on the top of 
his pew, and enjoy a pleasant nap ? 
How great is bis tranquillity, and 
how pleasant his repose, where sin- 
ners all around him are filled with 
horror for their past crimes, he 
sleeps and snores unmolested. 

But indeed there is one argument 
against the practice of sleeping in 
churches, that to some superficial 
observers might appear cogent and 
conclusive : viz. the inconvenience 
attending it. No doubt to sleep 
with nightcaps, blankets, pillows, 
and such apparatus, would render 
people still more comfortable, and 
less liable to take cold ; but as 
these are not yet in vogue in the 
church of Scotland, it is highly 
probable that some of the giddy and 
volatile might be induced to smile 
at their introduction. To the true 
holy-sleeper they would yield an 
infinite advantage. A respectable 
man lately informed me that he 
would be obliged to quit attending 
divine service, from being liable to 
catch cold in his head ; I had only 
the preceding Sabbath observed him 
fast asleep near a broken window. 
I immediately suggested to him the 
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advantage of using a nightcap ; he 
received the advice with pleasure, 
and immediately acquiesced in the 
proposal. As he has still a propen- 
sity to sleep, I now intend recom- 
mending to him a pillow, and short- 
ly after a bed and blankets. This 
perhaps may be considered as an 
innovation in religion, but if we 
only consult the New Testament, 
we will find that it is lawful to carry 
our bed on the Sabbath-day. Some 
people who desire to sleep comfort- 
ably, but afraid of public ridicule, re- 
main at home, and imagine that they 
fulfil tne fourth commandment by 
sleeping the whole flay ; others who 
wish to appear more religious, go per- 
haps a number of miles to sleep in 
the church, notwithstanding the 
hardness of the pews, the dampness 
of the house, and the annoyance 
of the preacher ; but indeed there 
is great reason to admire the polite- 
ness and refinement of our college- 
bred preachers in this respect, for 
they will deliver their sermons with 
the lowest monotony, rather than 
hurt the delicate feelings of those 
who sleep; but the Methodists are 
so rude and pedantic, that there is 
not so much as a single nap to be 
got in their assemblies. Would you 
only recline your head, and shut 
your eyes, they would not hesitate 
to tell you that " there was no sleep- 
ing in Hell, and unless you be cir- 
cumspect and diligent you will un- 
doubtedly go there." Now is it 
either polite or becoming to tell a 
man to his face, that he will go to 
Hell if he even shuts his eyes? But 
who could expect politeness or even 
common decency from home-bred, 
self-nominated itinerants, who never 
enjoyed those refinements of litera- 
ture and taste, that are frequently 
obtained in the general round of 
colleges and schools, brothels, and 
gaming-houses, midnUht revels and 
nocturnal Ucoauches r Certainly 



there is no farther necessity for re- 
questing those who are inclined to 
sleep in churches, to bring with 
them such apparatus as may enable 
them to repose in perfect tranquil- 
lity. The comfort and convenience 
of those thing* will better recom- 
mend them than any panegyric from 
me, nor do I think it necessary that 
people should procure for that pur- 
pose those life preserving mattrasses 
that are so advantageous to sailors-; 
for sake of economy any little pallet 
would serve all the purposes intend- 
ed. For those, however, that are 
afraid of lying in damp beds, it 
would be necessary as soon as di- 
vine service was ended, to take up 
their beds and walk. Let therefore 
every person who is determined to 
get a little pious repose, come pro- 
perly equipped for sleeping, and 
iet many of our pompous orators 
mollify those harsh tones and em- 
phatical words that do so much vio- 
lence to the feelings of those devo- 
tional snoring Christians. 

I.G. 

For the Be/fast Monthly Magazine. 

SOME REMARKS ON A PAMPHLET 
WRITTEN BY, OR AT LEAST FOR, 
THE REV. P. JOHNSON, AGAINST 
COUNSELLOR PLOWDEN. 

AS Rev. Mr. Johnson's name 
and public achievements, are 
now became matter of Irish History, 
he shews himself laudably anxious 
to purify the record that is to hand 
him down to posterity. 

Some people will indeed wonder 
that charges made some years bark, 
in a work written professedly against 
the Orange System*, should have so 



•The ingenious and argumentative 
work of Mr. Howden against the Orange 
system, appeared a good while before the 



